233
always felt, that it would help and improve administration
to have a few true representatives of the people by their
side arid in their Executive Councils. And I cannot help
replying to myself that the advice and help of some Indian
colleagues would greatly strengthen the hands of wise and
sympathetic statesmen in solving the great problems which
lie before them, none of which is more momentous and more
pressing than the condition of the Indian agriculturist and
the Indian manufacturer.
Gentlemen, from   whatever   point of view I examine
the question, whether in the light of European history, or
of the spirit of. British institutions, or of the requirements
for good government for India, I feel convinced that to
associate the people of India more largely in shaping (he
administration oi: the country is not only ithe wisest but the
only possible path before us.   It is true we have not been
moving onwards in this path in recent years;    we   have
actually stepped backwards in these years of misfortunes
and calamities! and panic; we have been deprived of those
rights and privileges which we secured in years of wise and
sympathetic administration.   But such years of retrograde
movement come to all nations from time to time, even to
those who are most advanced.   Remember England at the
close of the last century, when to talk of political reforms
was punished as sedition and crime, when coercive mea-
sures were passed to stop public meetings, when reaction-
ary laws were enacted to restrict the liberties of Englishmen.
The panic passed away after the Napoleonic wars were
over, and the Reforms came in 1832.    The reactionary
period through which we are passing will end before long,
and wise English statesmen will perceive in the future, as
they have perceived in the past, that England's duty and
England's interests, are the same in India, to consolidate

